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The BAFTA Qualifying Aesthetica Short Film Festival 

Is Looking for New Filmmaking Talent from Across the World 

 

Entries are open for the fifth year of the BAFTA Qualifying Aesthetica Short Film Festival, a dynamic 

addition to the international film festival circuit. ASFF takes place annually in York across four days –  

this year from 5-8 November – showcasing outstanding contemporary cinema in 15 unique screening 

venues. 

The festival is a great opportunity for filmmakers at all stages in their career to reach a wider audience 

and showcase their talent to industry, fellow filmmakers and thousands of film fans. ASFF is proud to 

announce that The Bigger Picture (Chris Hees, Daisy Jacobs, Jennifer Majka), which screened at 

ASFF 2014, has won the BAFTA for British Short Animation in 2015. 

ASFF 2015 is now looking for new submissions and welcomes short films up to 30 minutes long by 

emerging and established filmmakers from around the world. The categories are varied and include: 

advertising, animation, artists’ film, comedy, dance, documentary, drama, experimental, fashion, 

music video and thriller. 

 

Last year’s festival programme included over 300 films from 40 countries worldwide, featuring UK 

premieres as well as award-winning films, and exceptional shorts from top brands including Vivienne 

Westwood, Swarovski, Louis Vuitton, Trager Delaney,Topshop, River Island, Karen Millen, Triwa 

watches and Hub Footwear. The festival attracted 18,000 admissions, running from 6-9 November, 

with visitors travelling from as far as the USA, Brazil, Australia and Japan as well as across the UK – 

including over 2,000 students from schools, colleges and universities nationwide. 

ASFF is a great ambassador for film culture in the UK and promotes a collaborative relationship 

between film professionals through its industry activities. Filmmakers are invited to connect with key 

personalities from the sector through masterclasses, workshops and Q&As. Organisations that 

attended in 2014 include BAFTA, Channel 4, Association of Camera Operators, Ridley Scott 

Associates, VFX world leaders Double Negative and independent record label Beggars Group among 

many more, providing tips and advice to filmmakers on how to get their films noticed. 

Prizes include screenings at ASFF 2015; awards for Best Film in each category and People’s Choice; 

eligibility to enter the EE British Academy Film Awards (BAFTA); screenings in various guest 

programmes at other film festivals; inclusion in the ASFF Film Tour, and editorial coverage in 

Aesthetica Magazine and on Aesthetica’s online channels (180,000 readership worldwide). There will 

also be several networking opportunities during the festival to meet influential figures from the film, 

fashion, music and art industries and build essential contacts lists. 

ASFF is a must for any filmmaker wanting to develop their involvement in the international filmmaking 

world, and further their career by showcasing work on an international platform and meeting the 

industry leaders behind some of the world’s most important film organisations. 

 

Director Cherie Federico comments on the festival’s search for new filmmaking talent: “Over the past 

four years we have had the great privilege of screening truly exceptional films to new audiences, and I 

http://www.asff.co.uk/
http://awards.bafta.org/award/2015/film
http://www.aestheticamagazine.com/
http://www.asff.co.uk/
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am delighted that through ASFF we are able to connect filmmakers with industry in support of their 

development. With BAFTA behind us, we are really excited for the fifth instalment, and want to 

encourage all filmmakers to enter and be a part of one of the UK’s most exciting short film festivals.” 

 
For more information and submission guidelines visit www.asff.co.uk  
Deadline for entries is 31 May 2015 
Join the conversation @asffest #ASFF2015 facebook.com/aestheticamagazine  
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 

1. ASFF 2015 call for entries closes 31 May 2015 www.asff.co.uk/submit  
 

2. Categories for entry: advertising, animation, artists’ film, comedy, dance, documentary, 
drama, experimental, fashion, music video and thriller. Running time up to 30 minutes 
 

3. ASFF 2015 runs 5-8 November www.asff.co.uk @asffest #ASFF2015 
 

4. ASFF 2014 screened over 300 films from 40 countries worldwide, including the USA, Canada, 
Australia, Japan, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Spain, Italy, Brazil, Switzerland, France, Germany and 
the UK 

 
5. Special events included Yorkshire Film Archive: Filmed and Not Forgotten, Creative England 

iShorts as well as screenings by guest countries: Iraq, Japan and Lebanon. There were also 

official selections from leading short film festivals Internationale Kurzfilmtage Winterthur and 

Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival 

6. Fashion and advertising industry events included masterclasses with Kathryn Ferguson and 

Ridley Scott Associates, introduced screenings with Marits Roberts, Marketing Manager at 

British Fashion Council and Stephen Whelan, Director at White Lodge, plus networking 

sessions with leading costumier Wendy Benstead. 

 

7. Festivals in attendance at ASFF 2014 included Animated Exeter, Berwick Film & Media Arts 

Festival, Borderlines Film Festival, Bradford Animation Festival, British Urban Film Festival, 

Cabriolet Film Festival, Castellinaria, Edinburgh International Film Festival, Encounters Short 

Film and Animation Festival, European Animated Festival Balkanima, Flatpack Film Festival, 

Garden State Film Festival, Internationale Kurzfilmtage Oberhausen, Kendal Mountain 

Festival, London Short Film Festival, Pennine Film Festival, Raindance, Sheffield Doc/Fest, 

Short Shorts Film Festival & Asia. 

 

8. The festival is produced by Aesthetica Magazine. Visit www.aestheticamagazine.com 

 

9. ASFF’s main sponsor is York St John University. Other sponsors include BFI, City of York 

Council, Arts Council England, The Guild of Television Cameramen, The Great British 

Sasakawa Foundation, Japan Foundation, Embassy of Switzerland in the United Kingdom, 

Creative England, Thirteen Thirty One, Brandy Brown’s Little Cinema, York Means Business, 

University of the Arts London, London College of Fashion, Film Hub North, Reel Cinema, 

Middletons Hotel, The National Centre for Early Music, National Trust, Grand Central, 

One&Other, York Theatre Royal, City Screen Picturehouse York and Visit York. To see the 

full list visit www.asff.co.uk/partners   

 

 
For quotes, images and interviews please contact Alexandra Beresford on 01904 629 137 or 

email alexandra@aestheticamagazine.com 
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Screenshot from Birdman, 2013.
Directed by Sam Clarke & Matt Farrant (Independent), UK.
Documentary Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Faint, 2014.
Directed by Natalie Plaskura (Independent), Germany. 
Artists’ Film Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Keeping Up With The Joneses, 2013.
Directed by Michael Pearce (Incendiary Pictures & Agile Films), UK.
Thriller Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Anxious Oswald Greene, 2013.
Directed by Marshall Axani (Allude Entertainment), Canada. 
Comedy Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Glace Crevasse et Dérive, 2013
Directed by Albert Girard / Chantal Caron (Fleuve Espace Danse), Canada. 
Artists’ Film Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Léthé, 2014.
Directed by Harald Hutter (Scotland Screen Academy), France/Scotland.
Experimental Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from y2o, 2013.
Directed by Dominique T Skoltz (Skoltz Inc), Canada.
Experimental (Dance) Finalist in ASFF 2014.

Screenshot from Handprint, 2013.
Directed by Mary Nighy (White Lodge), UK. 
Fashion Finalist in ASFF 2014.


